
We sat down with Township 
Trustee Phil Beck to get an 
update on all the significant 
projects and events that are 
planned for the Township. 

What is the status of the 
Property Maintenance Code?

The Trustees continue to refine 
the draft Property Maintenance 
Code so that the content 
addresses the standard nuisances 
that the Township has been 
historically called in to correct. 

The intent of the Symmes Township Property Maintenance Code 
is to address life safety hazards (i.e. abandoned and unfenced 
swimming pools); and, to work with property owners to correct 
nuisances (i.e. obvious hole in a roof) before the structure becomes 
so damaged that the Health Department, Fire Department or 
Building Department need to get involved.

What are the plans for the Home of the Brave Park Phase II 
improvements and how does the Township plan to pay for the 
improvements?

The current Home of the Brave Park represents Phase I of the 
overall design. Several additional park and recreation elements were 
included in the original design, but were reserved for Phase II due to 
budget limitations. 

Phase II designed improvements include adding dugouts, new 
fencing, irrigation, light and security to the Phase I baseball fields, a 
new sledding hill, and new improvements to the lake amenities. 

As for funding sources for these park improvements, the Trustees are 
actively pursuing outside funding from both the State Capital grant 

program and the Hamilton County Transient Occupancy Tax  
grant program.

The Township recently purchased new exercise equipment at 
Hopewell Meadows Park. How did that come about? 

As part of the Township’s planned equipment lifecycle, the old play 
set and swings at Symmes Park have been replaced with new-
generation playground equipment in time for the spring and  
summer seasons. 

Additionally, the passive park theme at Hopewell Meadows Park 
has been further enhanced with six outdoor-grade exercise stations 
located along the park’s perimeter walking path. 

The Trustees believe that these new assets will make our parks even 
more attractive to our residents this year and help to foster a culture 
of health and fitness.

What are some of the events planned for this summer?

The spring and summer calendar will once again be filled with fun, 
family-friendly events for Symmes Township residents. All the 
details are provided in this newsletter and online. 

We begin on March 24th with the Great Symmes Egg Hunt followed 
by one of my favorite events, Symmes Honors Veterans. There’s also 
Yappy Hours and Yoga in the Park events, as well as this summer’s 
Food Truck Rally, Firecracker Festival events and the Kids Ninja 
Challenge in the fall. 

In addition, Symmes Township will host the very popular Clean Up 
Days and one Hazardous Household Waste Collection Day. Once 
again, these types of events are important for bringing everyone 
together and creating a stronger community. We hope everyone 
takes advantage of these convenient and fun opportunities.
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WELCOME NEW TOWNSHIP BUSINESSES

• Discount Tire, 9035 Fields Ertel Road: America’s largest independent tire and wheel retailer providing “fast and 
friendly service on every order, every day.” For more information, go to www.discounttire.com.

• EurAsia, 9559 Fields Ertel Road: Fresh and delicious Mediterranean food featuring gyros. 

• Steak It Easy, 12082 Montgomery Road: A steakhouse with a twist: meals are delivered right to your home. 
For more information, go to www.steakiteasy.com.

• MotorToys Limousine Service, 10034 Washington Avenue: One of the largest limo services in the area with 
commitment to quality.

ROAD RESURFACING TIMELINE 
On Budget—On Time

This spring and summer, the Township will continue with the Road Resurfacing Program, which will also include 
curb repairs, catch-basin improvements, and other street improvements. The paving cycle —15–17 years per street—
includes: Loveland Park, Foxhunter Lane, Applecrest Court, Liberty Hill Court, Daniels Street, Center Street, and 
Witherbone Court.

CONTRIBUTE MORE TO OUR COMMUNITY  
Join or Improve a Committee 

The Symmes Township Board of Trustees is looking for volunteers to fill important positions on the Zoning 
Commission, Board of Zoning Appeals and the Beautification Committee.

“Serving on a community committee can be immensely rewarding,” said trustee Jodi Leis. “It gives you the 
opportunity to contribute to the growth and future success of the Township.” 

Residents interested in applying for one of these appointments can simply download and application from  
www.symmestownship.org, or contact Luanne Felter at the Township office, 683-6644.

NEW SIDEWALK ON LEBANON ROAD

Another piece of the sidewalk puzzle is in place. Lebanon Road has a new sidewalk that connects the various 
subdivisions to Symmes Park. In addition, at the connection with Symmes Park, there is a crosswalk which takes you 
to Home of The Brave Park.

“Once you are in Home of the Brave Park we have a walking trail that takes you over to Union Cemetery Road,” said 
Bill Pitman, Director of Public Works.

Pitman also explained that the Union Cemetery connection also has another crosswalk that takes you into the Meade 
Park which connects to the Stonebridge Farms subdivision on Fields Ertel Road.

“This is a connection of approximately 125 acres of parkland in Symmes Township,” said Mr. Pitman. 

The Township is also working on providing sidewalks along Hopewell Road from Hopewell Hills Drive to Hopewell 
Meadows Park. All of this new construction enhances the walkability of the Township. 

“Walkability is more than an attractive amenity, it’s a magnet for attracting the businesses and people that drive 
economic growth,” said Trustee Ken Bryant.
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SUMMER VACATION PROTECTION FOR YOUR HOME
If you are heading out of town this summer and would like the police to keep a watchful eye on your house, call 
Deputy Jones at the Hamilton County Sheriff ’s office at 683-3444 or call the non-emergency number at 677-7000. 
Also, if you see any suspicious activity, please report it to our non-emergency dispatch at 677-7000.



PARK SEASON OPENS WITH NEW 
PLAYSET & EXERCISE EQUIPMENT

The Township parks will open for the spring season on April 
1st. Residents can take advantage of a wide range of amenities 
including walking trails, a memorial, a historic log home 
museum, a fishing lake, a waterpark, sports fields, picnic shelters, 
tennis and basketball courts and a variety of playgrounds. 

In addition, the Township has made two important investments 
in our parks this year that the family will really enjoy. “There’s 
a new play set at Symmes Park that was badly needed, and new 
exercise equipment at Hopewell Meadows Park that will keep 
residents healthier,” said Township Administrator Kim Lapensee. 

NISHANTH CHIDAMBARAM REBUILDS SYMMES  
PARK STEPS TO BECOME EAGLE SCOUT

Sycamore High School Junior Nishanth Chidambaram achieved the highest rank attainable in the 
Boy Scouting program—becoming an Eagle Scout—by rebuilding the Symmes Park steps. 

“We were very fortunate that Nishanth focused on Symmes Township for his Eagle Scout project,” 
said Township Crew Leader Dave Heider, who worked closely with the Scout. “His attention to detail, 
budgeting, teamwork and timeliness was incredible. I was also impressed with his family’s support.”

The Eagle Scout Service Project is the opportunity for a Boy Scout to demonstrate leadership of 
others while performing a project for the benefit of his community. 

“I would give him an A+ for accomplishment and a job,” said Bill Pitman, Director of Public Works. 
“When I saw the finished project, and the detailed binder he had of man hours, donated materials, 
and recycled park resources, I was amazed.”

Nishanth chose Symmes Park because he lives in the area and has many friends who use the park. 
“I wanted my project to be in my community and to benefit my friends, family and even my teacher 
who runs in that park.”

Nishanth said it took 276 man hours, 30 people and three months to complete the project. They 
started with a rotted, dirty and unwalkable mess to beautiful and structurally sound steps. 

“My Eagle Scout Service Project was rewarding because I got to plan everything and lead everything,” 
said Nishanth who started Boy Scouts in first grade. “More importantly, I had a great group of 30 
people who had lots of expertise and energy,” he said.

When asked what was one of the most exciting parts of the project, he said that the before and after 
pictures were pretty amazing.

“One of the best moments was walking up the new steps with everyone when the project was 
complete,” he said.

LOVELAND-SYMMES FIRE DEPARTMENT GETS NEW AMBULANCE

The next time a Township resident has an emergency, they could see fire crews roll up in a new vehicle.

In mid-January, the Loveland-Symmes Fire Department (LSFD) unveiled its new ambulance, which cost $289,000 and was paid with TIF 
funding by Symmes Township. 

“Emergency response must be efficient for everyone in Symmes Township,” said LSFD Fire Chief Ott Huber. “The need to keep dependable 
rescue equipment in the fleet is imperative to the dependability of the system.” 

The new ambulance was part of the normal fleet replacement. The LSFD runs an ambulance in every fire station.

Chidambaram’s special project was 
rebuilding the steps of the Symmes Park 
bridge. A special service project is a well-
known, major requirement in the journey to 
become an Eagle Scout. Boy Scouts has 
been a top priority in his life, to the extent 
that he quit Winter Track and other activities 
to devote his time to this. 



CELEBRATE MEMORIAL DAY TOGETHER 
Honor the Men and Women Who Serve Our Country

On Friday, May 25th, Township residents will have the opportunity to join with their 
family and friends to honor our veterans and celebrate Memorial Day together. Home 
of the Brave Park will host the evening of remembrance for those who sacrificed and 
died in our nation’s service. 

“This is one of the most important events on the Township calendar,” said Trustee Ken 
Bryant. “It’s a great opportunity for all of us to show our collective gratitude.”

According to Township historical records, there are approximately 475 buried veterans 
in the Symmes Township cemeteries, some of which date back to the Civil War. 

THE GREAT EGG HUNT 
A Real Treat

The annual Great Symmes Egg Hunt kicks off at 11:30am on Saturday, March 
24th at Home of the Brave Park. Prior to the ‘egg-citing hunt’ children can 
enjoy crafts, games, face painting and a visit from the Easter Bunny.

The event is for children ages 10 years and younger and a section for 
handicapped children will be provided. 

The Symmes Township Historical Society will sell refreshments. For more 
information, go to www.symmestownship.org.

www.symmestownship .org

FIRECRACKER FESTIVAL 
Celebrating Independence Day at Symmes Park

In keeping with Independence Day celebrations, the Little Miami River Chamber Alliance 
will host the Firecracker Festival on June 30th from 3pm–11pm at Symmes Park. The 
celebration will include fireworks, live entertainment, great rides for the kids, and a 
children’s fun zone with a petting zoo. 

The family celebration will also have a large variety of food and vendor booths, beverages,  
a fire truck, face painting, sand art, a playground and much more! 

This year festival organizers are adding a car show that will begin at noon at the entrance 
to Symmes Park. It will feature vintage and unique vehicles from around the area. Judging 
will be at 2pm with prizes awarded to Best in Show, Best Paint, Best Interior and Best 
Motorcycle. 

“With a new band, ample parking, great views of Rozzi’s fireworks, Murray Brothers rides, 
and a children’s fun zone, there’s something for everyone to enjoy,” said CeeCee Collins, 
president of the Little Miami River Chamber Alliance. 

In addition to the festival fun, Boy Scout Troop 888 will provide residents an opportunity 
to “retire” their frayed or torn flags. Bring your worn flag for the flag burning ceremony 
beginning at 7 p.m.

If you would like to volunteer or need more information, visit www.lmrchamberalliance.org. 

When: 
Saturday, June 30, 3–11pm 
Rozzi Fireworks at 9:35pm

Where: 
Symmes Park, 11600 
Lebanon Rd.

How Much: 
FREE

Who: 
General Public

When: 
Friday, May 25, 7–8pm

Where: 
Home of the Brave Park

How Much: 
FREE

Who: 
All Residents

When: 
Saturday, March 24, 11:30am

Where: 
Home of the Brave Park

How Much: 
FREE

Who: 
Children 10 & Under



YOGA IN THE PARK 
A Breath of Fresh Air

The Township will be offering free yoga classes at Hopewell Meadows Park again this summer 
on Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm and Saturday mornings at 9:00am from June to September. 
The classes are for everyone from the basic to the advanced student. A certified yoga instructor 
will conduct the classes each week. “We are so grateful for the generous sponsorship from 
Energy Alliances and Constellation New Energy,” said Township Trustee Jodie Leis. “With this 
investment we can continue to promote health and fitness to our residents.”

Also, thanks to the courtesy of Elemental OM and donations from Horter Investments and 
Symmes Township, we will add a new day of yoga at Seven Gables Park. The time and date of 
this new event will be announced on our website and Facebook as soon as plans are finalized. 

Please check the Township’s website at www.symmestownship.org.

IMPORTANT DATES TO KNOW
DATE EVENT LOCATION TIME

MAR. 24 THE GREAT SYMMES EGG HUNT HOME OF THE BRAVE PARK 11:30 am

APR. 1 PARK SEASON BEGINS — —

MAY 19 CLEANUP DAY HOPEWELL MEADOWS PARK 9 am – 3 pm

MAY 25 SYMMES HONORS VETERANS HOME OF THE BRAVE PARK 7 pm – 8 pm

MAY 26 WATER PARK OPENS FOR THE SEASON HOME OF THE BRAVE PARK open daily: 11 am – 7pm

MAY 28 HOLIDAY OFFICE CLOSED —

JUN. 2 YOGA BEGINS HOPEWELL MEADOWS PARK saturdays 9 am, wednesdays at 6:30 pm

JUN. 7 YAPPY HOUR SYMMES PARK BARK PARK 6:30 pm – 7:30 pm

JUN. 9 HAZARDOUS HOUSEHOLD WASTE COLLECTION HOME OF THE BRAVE PARK 8 am – 12:00 pm

JUN. 23 FOOD TRUCK RALLY TBD tBd

JUN. 30 FIRECRACKER FESTIVAL SYMMES PARK 3 pm – 11pm

JUL. 4 HOLIDAY OFFICE CLOSED —

JUL. 5 YAPPY HOUR SYMMES PARK BARK PARK 6:30 pm – 7:30 pm

AUG. 2 YAPPY HOUR SYMMES PARK BARK PARK 6:30 pm – 7:30 pm

AUG. 18 CLEANUP DAY HOPEWELL MEADOWS PARK 9 am – 3 pm

GO ONLINE — www.symmestownship.org for more news and events.

www.symmestownship .org

YAPPY HOUR FOR THE DOG DAYS OF SUMMER

Your dog’s social life is going to be a lot more fun this summer. The Township Yappy Hour 
is back for another run. The happy hour for you and your dog—an important family 
member—gives dogs and owners a time and place to play, mingle and make new friends. 
The free event is the first Thursday of the month beginning in June at 6:30pm at the 
Symmes Park Bark Park. 

STREET LIGHT REPAIR
See a street light that is not working? Request a repair at www.duke-energy.com/customer-service/request-light-repair-ky-oh.
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CLEANUP DAY: ONE STOP DROP!

Symmes Township and the Loveland Sustainability Council are sponsoring a “One Stop Drop” collection site for recycling all your old stuff on 
May 19th from 9am to 3pm at Hopewell Meadows Park. If spring cleaning and clearing is on your home calendar, this free event will include 
many important vendors who can put your unwanted items to good use. 

Goodwill
• Furniture
• Glassware
• Toys/games
• Clothing, shoes, coats
• Books
• Flat Screen televisions and computers

Matthew 25 Ministries
• Usable latex paint

Habitat for Humanity
• Cabinets
• Light fixtures and ceiling fans
• Doors
• Hardware & tools

Symmes Township
• Tires
• Used motor oil
• Car batteries
• Appliances
• Metal items

Please note that hazardous household waste will not be accepted at this event. For a complete list of acceptable items, please go to our 
website at www.symmestownship.org.

HAZARDOUS HOUSEHOLD WASTE COLLECTION

The Loveland Sustainability Council was awarded a $4,000 Francis Grant to provide 
hazardous household waste collections in 2018 and 2019. Symmes Township and the City  
of Loveland each committed $4,000 per year to support this event. 

The first collection will be hosted by Symmes Township on Saturday, June 9th at Home of 
the Brave Park from 8:00am to noon. 

“With this important funding, we know that we can sustain this project and practice 
responsible recycling for the next two years,” said Township Administrator Kim Lapensee.

WHAT TO BRING:
• Oil based paint
• Paint strippers/removers
• Solvent/paint thinners
• Fertilizers
• Pesticides/herbicides
• Bathroom cleaners
• Bleach
• Disinfectants
• Aerosol cans
• Pool chemicals
• Antifreeze

 WHAT NOT TO BRING:
• Latex paint
• Ammunition
• Explosives
• Asbestos materials
• Medical/biological waste
• Radioactive waste
• Tires
• Fire extinguishers
• Medicine
• Household batteries


